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Gov2.0 Communities Doing it 
Right 

Civic Commons

http://civiccommons.org

OpenStates Project

http://openstates.sunlightlabs.com

Code For America

http://codeforamerica.org



  

CIVX

The Org
CIVX, Inc. is a 501c3 not for profit organization.  
As a public service we maintain http://CIVX.US -- 
a Free and Open platform built to aggregate raw data and 
provide tools for accessing and visualizing information.

The Goal
To make the unavailable available
To make the available accessible
To make the accessible transparent

http://CIVX.US/


  

Python <3 Open Data

“Python is a programming language that lets you 
work more quickly and integrate your systems more 
effectively. You can learn to use Python and see 
almost immediate gains in productivity and lower 
maintenance costs.

Python runs on Windows, Linux/Unix, Mac OS X, and 
has been ported to the Java and .NET virtual machines.

Python is free to use, even for commercial products, 
because of its OSI-approved open source license.”

Source: http://python.org



  

Our Stack

TurboGears2
Built on best-of-breed open source technology
Top-to-bottom comprehensive web application stack
Support for multiple data-exchange formats

Moksha
Modular
Plugin-driven
Highly-scalable
Real-time
Web platform

Community Built Python Modules
BeautfiulSoup, html2csv, pyExcelerator, and many others 



  

http://moksha.fedorahosted.org

Author: Luke Macken 
              luke@civx.us

http://moksha.fedorahosted.org/


  

Leveraging Gov2.0: Open Data 
Examples

Widgets

Information Visualizations

Dashboards



  

Screen Scraping with 
BeautifulSoup

Using a Python HTML parser, our students 
aggregated contact info, committee membership, 
votes, meeting transcripts, and headshots for NY 
senators to create 'widgets' as components of a 
dashboard of information

http://www.nysenate.gov/senators
“Widgetized”

Design: Kate DuBuisson 
             pythonprincess@civx.us



  

Information Visualization

HOW A BILL BECOMES A LAW
This infovis graphic shows the process--as outlined on the 
NYS Senate website--of how a bill becomes a law

Design: Rebecca Berent 
             pixelninja@civx.us



  

Information Visualizations

HOW A BILL BECOMES A LAW
This infovis graphic shows the process, as outlined on the 
NYS Senate website (link), of how a bill becomes a law



  

Information Visualization

SENATE BUSINESS
This infovis graphic shows the process, as outlined on the 
NYS Senate website, of how a typical day runs on the 
Senate floor. The graphic also shows how seating works.

Design: Rebecca Berent 
             pixelninja@civx.us



  



  

The Monroe County Board of Elections provides 
their own dashboard but...

Only available 24 hours before and after election

Uses closed/proprietary display formats

Doesn't display all meta-data fields

– blank ballots & over/under votes

...Thankfully

MCBE does provide a machine readable live feed of 
ALL data and meta-data

– results.xml

Election Results Dashboard



  Design: Nathaniel Case & David Silverman 
             geopirate@civx.us



  

Take-Aways

Free/Opensource software is transparent down to the 
bit-level: transparent and collaborative communities 
and practices follow as a side-effect of Open Code and 
Open Data

Open Data is the bedrock of Visualization, Analysis, and 
Action

“Gotcha” politics are not productive; Building trust with 
Governments, Media, and other upstreams is the only 
way to engage meaningfully and long-term

Local experts are in high demand, have the most 
growth potential, and can have immediate impact



  

Thank Yous & Links

Pat Fiorenza, WLNY Summit, and the Statler Hotel

Luke, Nate, Kate, Rebecca, Dave, Jlew, Chris, Prof. Steve 
Jacobs, Prof. Jon Schull, Rachel, Zack, and the rest of the 
FOSS@RIT students, faculty, Mentors, and Advisors

RIT Lab for Technological Literacy and Center for Student 
Innovation

CSI: http://innovation.rit.edu

FOSS@RIT: http://foss.rit.edu

CIVX: http://civx.us

Twitter: @remy_d

Email: remyd@civx.us

IRC.freenode.net: #rit-innovation

mailto:FOSS@RIT
mailto:FOSS@RIT
mailto:remyd@civx.us
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