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=+ Gov2.0 Communities Doing it -:
Right

Civic Commmons

+2s SHARING TECHNOLOGY FOR THE PUBLIC GOOD

http://civiccommons.org

OpenStates Project WOPEN!STATES

http://openstates.sunlightlabs.com

CODE /-
AMERICA
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Code For America
http://codeforamerica.org



CIVX k.

The Org

CIVX, Inc. is a 501c3 not for profit organization.

As a public service we maintain http://CIVX.US --

a Free and Open platform built to aggregate raw data and
provide tools for accessing and visualizing information.

The Goal

To make the unavailable available
To make the available accessible
To make the accessible transparent
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http://CIVX.US/

Python <3 Open Data

“Python is a programming language that lets you
work more quickly and integrate your systems more
effectively. You can learn to use Python and see
almost immediate gains in productivity and lower
maintenance costs.

Python runs on Windows, Linux/Unix, Mac OS X, and
has been ported to the Java and .NET virtual machines.

Python is free to use, even for commercial products,
because of its OSIl-approved open source license.”

Source: http://python.org
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Our Stack

TurboGears2
Built on best-of-breed open source technology
Top-to-bottom comprehensive web application stack
Support for multiple data-exchange formats

Moksha
Modular
Plugin-driven
Highly-scalable
Real-time
Web platform

Community Built Python Modules
BeautfiulSoup, html2csv, pyExcelerator, and many others
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mMoksha Hub
Moksha & TG2 WSGI
Middleware Stack

A Series Of Tubes

Author: Luke Macken
luke@civx.us

http://moksha.fedorahosted.org


http://moksha.fedorahosted.org/

Leveraging Gov2.0: Open Data""
Examples

Widgets
Information Visualizations

Dashboards
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Screen Scraping with 2
BeautifulSoup

Using a Python HTML parser, our students
aggregated contact info, committee membership,
votes, meeting transcripts, and headshots for NY
senators to create 'widgets' as components of a
dashboard of information

http://www.nysenate.gov/senators
i y gov/ “Widgetized”

SENATORS
i '

%

Adams, Eric

District 20 Adams, Eric

l:] RS5S E Twitter Faci District 20

£ pss Feed
Facebook Profile
Twitter Profile

Design: Kate DuBuisson
pythonprincess@civx.us |:Ill.ll:=':: II II



Information Visualization

HOW A BILL BECOMES A LAW
This infovis graphic shows the process--as outlined on the
NYS Senate website--of how a bill becomes a law

OVERVIEW

The job of the Senate is to work with the Assembly and the Governor to enact,
amend or repeal statutes which make up the body of laws within which we live.
This diagram shows the process of turning bills into laws in New York State,

Often, one person's idea on how to solve a problem has resulted in good
legislation to help solve the problems of many people.
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Bill Drafting

Wehea ihe 54l comes up for cenideration on the
Order of the Third Rrading. it Is ssbject jor
DEBATL, DHSCLASION, and/or EXPLANATION

by,

Introduction
Tha firat wirp abter drafting tha bill o introduca [t 1o the Senate.
Bills can anly be

Design: Rebecca Berent
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Information Visualization -

SENATE BUSINESS
This infovis graphic shows the process, as outlined on the

NYS Senate website, of how a typical day runs on the
Senate floor. The graphic also shows how seating works.

° . ()FOSS@EI
NYS Senate Business O civx T
SENATE FLOOR PLAN SENATE BUSINESS
staff seat designated by the ponding colored half-circle on the diagram of the Abri # how an
Senate Floor. The Majority party sits to the right of the center aisle and ths linority party 1its to the beft. Floor. | BILLISPASSED = BILLISVETOED
mwst be passed in Identical ifal toed by the
- ~\ o by d Governor, ¥
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ermm. 8 Gevernor to Sign or veta. o mm 2
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e

At the conclusion of the debate, the Last section of the bill iy read
and the roll of Senators i called. Usually a short roll call s taken,
Bt under ted.

Lrw unless it has been on

[ ] ® @ [ ] ki e e bill. Debate, i ther beging.
® °® the State Constitution
P Pt that no bill can become
® [ ] el deik
leggislative days” before passage.

Alternative measures regarding the bill can also be taken instead.
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Design: Rebecca Berent
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Senate Business

SENATE FLOOR PLAN SENATE BUSINESS

All senator and staff seats are designated by the corresponding colored half-circle on the diagram of the The flow-chart below shows a typical day on the Senate Floor.
Senate Floor. The Majority party sits to the right of the center aisle and the Minority party sits to the left.

(—THE SENATORS -\ THE DAY BEGINS A black binder
A Member of the Clergy begins the a P | containing the bills
day by delivering an opening prayer. that have been introduced
is on each Senator's desk
for quick reference when a

bill comes up for a vote or debate.

BILL 15 BROUGHT UP FOR VOTE .

The Secretary of the Senate u Mo bill can become a law unless it has been
(or designated clerk) reads the title on each senator's desk for 3 legislative days’

of the bill. Debate, if there is any, begins. I:pp_-Fgm passage.

THE SENATE FLOOR At the conclusion of the debate, the last
section of the bill is read and the roll of
Senators is called. Usually a short roll call

is taken, but under some circumstances a
. i " Exception for immediate action: Bill is presented
slow roll call is requested. with 3 Message of Necessity fram the Governas.

ALTERMATIVE MEASURES
A Senator may ask that a bill be

|
-" . Thi
SHORT ROLL CALL SLOW ROLL CALL laid aside. This means that no
action is taken at that time, but

All Senators ane Requested by a Senator
considered to be and at least 4 other it will be considered again later.

voting “yes"”, unbess Senators must support .
they raise their hands, the request. The Temporary President or principal bill
wehich Indicates a sponsor may request that a bill be "starred™

vote of “na’. MHames of sl Senabors (placed on an inactive list). No action can be
arc callled for thelr vates. taken on that bill until 1 day after it has
A member is allowed been removed from the starred calendar,

2 minutes to explain his

Ralsed hand or her vote ,
Indicates

N action " Ths s druse during both
indicates YES o showrt and slosw rofl call PASSING THE BILL
7 A bill must be passed in identical form by both
BILL VETOED the Senate and the Assembly before it is sent
THE SEMATE STAFF 1¥ a bill Is vetoed to the Governor for his signature or veto.
AT i by the Governor,
\ i it may still become To expedite the procedure, a bill passed by
& —14\ a law only if it one house may be substituted for an identical
'..’-“-'I‘/\ ",'!'." of re-passes each bill in the other house.
I'I W \'n house by a
u—-m:.-* k«-wo-v' Rt two-thirds M
L vote.




Election Results Dashboard -

The Monroe County Board of Elections provides
their own dashboard but...

Only available 24 hours before and after election
Uses closed/proprietary display formats

Doesn't display all meta-data fields

- blank ballots & over/under votes

... Thankfully

MCBE does provide a machine readable live feed of
ALL data and meta-data

- results.xml ———

C1% &



Unotfficial data for Monroe County 2010 General Election

List of Monroe County races Repurtlng Precincts: 815/818
List of Federal races

List of Federal-Congressional races Last updated: 11/2/2010 10:40:40 PM
List of State races

List of State-Senate races Brought to you by

List of State-Assembly races

List of City races

List of Town races F u s s @ F& HT

List of Village races

Federal-Congressional Races Rep in Congress-26th Dist

ailip A Fedele DEMOCRATIC Bl 5%
20th Congressional District * Christopher J Lee Total B 66%
Rep in Congress-29th Dist-2 Year Term REPUBLICAN - T
Rept;n Congress—zgtillDist—Unexpired Term INDEPENDENCE \ ™
25th Congressional District )
Rep in Congress-25th Dist - CONSERVATIVE 11%
26th Congressional District Write-in Total | 0%
Rep in Congress-26th Dist Blank Ballots* 5
28th Congressional District Undervotes? 2990
Rep in Congress-28th Dist Overvotes? 3

A blank ballot is a ballot which has been handed in with no votes recorded on it.

An undervote occurs when the number of choices selected by a voter in a contest is less than the maximum number allowed for that contest or when
no selection is made for a single choice contest. (Wikipedia)

An overvote occurs when one votes for more than the maximum number of selections allowed in a contest. (Wikipedia)

Design: Nathaniel Case & David Silverman ——
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Take-Aways

Free/Opensource software is transparent down to the
bit-level: transparent and collaborative communities
and practices follow as a side-effect of Open Code and
Open Data

Open Data is the bedrock of Visualization, Analysis, and
Action

“Gotcha” politics are not productive; Building trust with
Governments, Media, and other upstreams is the only
way to engage meaningfully and long-term

Local experts are in high demand, have the most
growth potential, and can have immediate impact
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Thank Yous & Links

Pat Fiorenza, WLNY Summit, and the Statler Hotel

Luke, Nate, Kate, Rebecca, Dave, Jlew, Chris, Prof. Steve
Jacobs, Prof. Jon Schull, Rachel, Zack, and the rest of the
FOSS@RIT students, faculty, Mentors, and Advisors

RIT Lab for Technological Literacy and Center for Student
Innovation

CSl: http://innovation.rit.edu

FOSS@RIT: http://foss.rit.edu

CIvVX: http://civx.us

Twitter: @remy_d

Email: remyd@civx.us

IRC.freenode.net: #rit-innovation e

C1% &


mailto:FOSS@RIT
mailto:FOSS@RIT
mailto:remyd@civx.us

	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16

